7th International HUGO Mutation Database Meeting, October 19, 1999, San Francisco, USA.
The 7th International HUGO Mutation Database Meeting was held on October 19, 1999 in conjunction with the annual meeting of the American Society of Genetics in San Fransisco, California, U.S.A. Meeting highlights are described, including discussions of topics such as the ethical aspects of variation databases, ethical guidelines which should be established immediately, data protection laws which may affect access to data, and plans to make variation databases financially self-sustaining. A resolution was passed which encourages HUGO and Mutation database Initiative (MDI) collaboration (under the name HUGO-MDI) to provide an integrated, properly funded system of variation databases.